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him, I used to be astounded at the manner in which3 after a
long ride, he would sit down at a table, double up a sheet of
foolscap paper, and proceed to write out, on half-margin, a
long despatch or portion of a report, never hesitating for a
sentence, and seldom changing a word when later he read
over the despatch for correction. Of course I learnt the trick
later, and knew that all this did not come from sudden
inspiration, but that during a ride or a walk he would think
out his report, arrange it in sequence, and be quite ready to
commit it to foolscap when he reached the end of the march.
And this was the plan I myself adopted in after-days when
I had to compose reports on my own account.

With Temple, during the two years that followed, I
scampered all over the whole of the Central Provinces,
visiting every district, getting twice down to the Bay of
Bengal from central Nagpore, and visiting Bombay as many
times with my energetic chief. The Secretary was a man of
great ability, and most valuable in the office. But he kept a
bullock-coach, and I do not think he ever in those days had a
horse. So I, who was known as the " galloping Secretary,"
had the good luck to do all the camping. I rode about ten
and a half stone at that time, had always three or four
fairly good horses, and when, as sometimes happened, we
had to do sixty or even seventy miles in the day, I would
pick out a sowar's horse from the escort, leaving him his
own bit and using my own saddle. Temple always had
one showy Arab that he could ride on parade, or when we
went out to meet some regiment marching into Nagpore.
And he would keep during the working season five or six
animals of sorts, each one of which would do its eight or
j^ven ten miles when laid out on a stage. But he had no
taste for a really good stable.

On the whole, we got on well together. No two characters
could have been more unlike. He was a strong, steady
Rugbean of great ability, very simple in his ideas and tastes,
IAhad a strain of foreign blood in me, had been brought up
abroad, was something of the petit-mtAtre, and if I had any